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2012 
Parades & 

Events 
 

January 1st 
Levees 

 
January  8th 
Annual Meeting 

 
January 21st 

Robbie Burns Dinner 

Ingersoll Pipe Band 
Practice 

 
Ingersoll Pipe Band Armoury 

 
Thursday Evenings 

 
Students 7:30pm 

 
Members 8:00pm 

Since last newsletter in September 
we have been very busy (as usual).  
October, we played Simcoe Warri-
ors’ Day and hosted a band work-
shop and very successful concert.  
Dave Presswell was a driving force 
in bringing the Mud Men to the 
bandhall for a sold out concert that 
everyone seemed to really enjoy. 
 We were sad to lose an IPB 
friend in October.  Wilson’s wife, 
Barbara McBeath passed away and 
we extend our sympathy to Wilson 
and his family.  Barbara was a won-
derful part of the pipe band for 
many, many years.  She was a 
lovely lady and band events won’t 
be the same without her. 

November 11th saw a big 
band play the Remembrance Day 
service in Ingersoll—great to see.  
We also played for a Remembrance 
Concert and then for our annual St. 
Andrew’s set in Embro.  We fin-
ished off 2011 with our usual flurry 
(no pun intended) of Santa Claus 
parades.  The usual trifecta of Ing-
ersoll, Tillsonburg, and Woodstock 
on November 19th, followed week-
end after weekend by Alymer, 
Springfield, Belmont, and Straf-
fordville.  We were so lucky this 
year with the weather.  All the pa-
rades are much easier to play when 
you can move your fingers and 
toes.  Not only was it good weather, 
at times we were almost hot.  Even 
Belmont was pleasant to play, even 
though it rained.   Straffordville 
was a little chilly but it was the 

middle of December so we can’t 
complain. 

 We held our IPB 
Christmas Banquet on December 
3rd.  Bill Allen and Gail Mackay 
took home the Horseshoe trophy 
this year.  The Most Improved 
Piper trophy went to  Brent Gard-
house  and the Most Improved 
Drummer is Lisa McPherson.  The 
coveted Cruiser Trophy was not 
awarded this year—so watch out!!  
The Bandsperson of the Year tro-
phy was won by Chris Radford.  
Service Pins were given to Bob 
Tompkins for 25 years (Bob re-
turned to the band this year after a 
number of years away from us) and 
to Jim Muterer for 60 years of ser-
vice.  Following the delicious meal 
and awards we pushed the tables 
back and danced.  Thank you goes 
out to Steve Rossitter for his hard 
work organizing and playing all the 
music for the dance.  He already 
has plans for next year.  Thanks 
Steve. 

 Christmas time also 
is a time for our Christmas Stag.  
Thanks to Gail for cooking the beef 
and all the male band members who 
helped at the evening.  Another 
success! 

 Thank you to all our 
members for everything you did for 
the band this year.  Take a well-
earned rest and we will see you in 
the New Year. 

 
  

Around the Band 
by Mary Ellen Muterer 
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Banquet Memories 

Bob Tompkins  - 25 years Jim Muterer—60 years 

Lisa McPherson—most 
improved drummer 

Our Head table 

Bill & Gail get the Horseshoe Trophy from 
last year’s champs, Jane & Doug 

 
Bandsman of the Year— 

Chris Radford 
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Our  (Balmy) Santa Season 
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 This is a reminder that our annual meeting 
will be held on Sunday January 8, 2012. 
One of the key activities at this meeting is 
the election of the Board of Directors. As 
you know the Board of Directors  consists 
of the Band Officers and the elected Direc-
tors.  The Band Officers are the Pipe Major 
and Drum Major and the elected Officers 
are the President, Vice-President, Quarter-
master, Welfare and Attendance Officer, 
Canteen Officer, Secretary, Treasurer, and 
Communication Officer.  
It is really important that we get a cross 
section of band members who are willing 
to take on some of these positions and it is 
a rewarding experience to go the extra mile 
for your organization. Most who have 

served on the Board would say that it was a 
learning experience and a fun activity. I 
would especially urge younger band mem-
bers to consider volunteering in band ac-
tivities, even if it is contributing on a spe-
cial committee or project. It is a good place 
to learn teamwork, organizational skills, 
leadership AND it looks great on your re-
sume!! Besides haggis making is a life 
skill!  

 
Your Pipe Band Needs You! 

  

Citizen of the Year 
 
 
The band was very excited to hear that one of our 
longest serving pipers, Wilson MacBeath, was 
honoured as “Citizen of the Year” this fall.  Wil-
son, a respected long time businessman in Inger-
soll, was recognized for his contributions to The 
Ingersoll Pipe Band (over 70 years), The Masonic 
Order, The Shriners, and to St. James Anglican 
Church where he has been a member for more 
than 80 years! Wilson has been involved in many 
community and fund raising activities. In his re-
marks to the assembly, Wilson noted the impor-
tance of volunteer activity and mentioned the 
words of an old Scottish toast, “May the best 
you’ve  ever seen, be the worst you’ll ever see.” 
Congratulations for a well-deserved award! 
 
  


